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Tel. direct: +4122 791 4253 The Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare
gi’;:}lr‘_m 4122791 4832 Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
. Japanese Government
In reply please 1-2-2, Kasumi gaseki
refer to: Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100-8916
Your reference: J apon
29 March 2017
Dear Sir,

I have the honour to write to you as the Japanese Government is considering new
legislation to introduce smoke free areas in public places. In this context, I am writing to
encourage Japan to take further steps at the national level to protect public health and strengthen
implementation of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(WHO FCTC) in advance of the 2019 Rugby World Cup and the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

In 2010, the WHO Regional Office for the Western-Pacific published ‘A Guide to .
Tobacco-Free Mega Events’. That same year, WHO signed a Memorandum of Understanding
with the International Olympic Committee in order to promote healthy lifestyles, physical
activity through sport for all and tobacco free Olympic Games. The two organizations are
currently discussing renewal of this agreement, with a view to ensuring that the Olympics
support a positive health legacy.

In this respect, tobacco free policies have been implemented at each Olympic Games
since 1998. Today, these policies reflect the global trend to adopt measures to improve
respiratory health and reduce cardiovascular disease. As of 2015, complete bans on smoking in
public places were widespread, including complete bans (with no designated indoor smoking
areas) in restaurants (63 countries), pubs and bars (63 countries) and workplaces (64) countries.

These and other measures implement Article 8 of the WHO FCTC, which oblige Parties,
including Japan, to implement “effective legislative, executive, administrative and/or other
measures, providing for protection from exposure to tobacco smoke in indoor workplaces,
public transport, indoor public places and, as appropriate, other public places.” Guidelines for the
Implementation of Article 8 were adopted by Parties to the Convention, including Japan, in 2008.
The Guidelines state that the obligation in Article 8 is an “obligation to provide universal
protection by ensuring that all indoor public places, all indoor workplaces, all public transport
and possibly other (outdoor or quasi-outdoor) public places are free from exposure to second-
hand tobacco smoke.”

cc:  The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo
The Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations Office and other
International Organizations at Geneva
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It is also important to note that evidence from high-income countries, as well as low- and
middle-income countries, has shown that smoke-free policies do not adversely affect the
hospitality sector, such as restaurants and bars. In fact, smoke-free policies often have a positive
impact on businesses. As is detailed in the recent WHO/United States National Cancer Institute
monograph on The Economics of Tobacco and Tobacco Control, the evidence from other
jurisdictions is that smoke-free laws do not on average adversely affect sales, employment or the
number of establishments in business.

I urge you to ensure that the 2020 Tokyo Olympics maintain the longstanding tradition of
adopting tobacco free policies and, specifically, I urge Japan to adopt a complete ban on smoking

in indoor public places at the national level.

Please accept Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration.

Yours faithfully,

Dr Margaret Chan
Director-General

Lo W ol dodae « AT AEHRA

Organisation mondiale de la Santé » BcemupHan opraHusauusa 3gpasooxpaHeHis » Organizacién Mundial de la Salud



