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The virus binds through its spike protein to
ACE2 on the surface of AT2 epithelial cells (1),
which induces activation of clathrin-

mediated endocytosis.
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AAK1- and GAK-mediated
phosphorylation of clathrin adapter
proteins (2) starts the assembly of
the clathrin cage around the
enclosed virus, before it is pinched
off and trafficked to endosomes .

Inhibition of AAK1 and GAK by baricitinib thereby inhibits virus entry. SARS-

CoV-2=severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (3).
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