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Volume-Outcome @<

Relationships in
Neurosurgery

‘

Jason M. Davies, MD, PhD?, Alp Ozpinar, 8s°,
Michael T. Lawton, MD®*

KEYWORDS
® Neurosurgery ® Volume ® Outcomes ® Surgery

KEY POINTS

e For a variety of neurosurgical conditions, increasing surgeon and hospital volumes correlate with
improved outcomes, such as mortality, complication rates, length of stay, hospital charges, and
discharge disposition.

¢ Neurosurgeons can improve patient outcomes at the population level by changing practice and
referral patterns to regionalize care for select conditions at high-volume specialty treatment
centers.

¢ Individual practitioners should be aware of where they fall on the volume spectrum and understand
the implications of their practice and referral habits on their patients.
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Table 1 Priority improvements to the workplace environment for Work Style Reforms to reg-
ulate overtime work for doctors
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