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A practical report on employment support services for people with
higher brain dysfunction: From a public health perspective
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Abstract

Consultation support for individuals with higher brain dysfunction is stipulated in the community living
support project of the Comprehensive Support for Persons with Disabilities Act. This paper reports the
actual employment support for individuals with higher brain dysfunction by conducting interviews with
practitioners of local disability support and institutions that provide support for higher brain dysfunction
in the community and organizing their contents. As a result, the employment support for individuals with
higher brain dysfunction had characteristics and challenges such as “support focused on the visualization of
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issues and their responses, stabilizing the living foundation, and workplace adjustments, along with the ap-
plicability of general methods; challenges of continuity in support from discharge to returning to work; and
an attitude of being together in the process of reconstructing life through work, with the support centered
on the individual.” At the organization supporting higher brain function disorders, practices included “imple-
mentation of flexible living support with expertise (bridging medical cooperation and early intervention to
employment support, coordination of systems and support, and accompanying support),” “network building
practices (among peers wishing to work, and agencies related to medical care, living, and employment),”
and “practices of rear support to related agencies (providing knowledge, information, and advice).” These
are: (1)early intervention by community supporters with a focus on returning to work or reemployment
during hospitalization, and preventive measures to avoid disruption of support. (2) strengthening collabora-
tion among medical, employment support, and businesses, along with specialized backend support. (3) life
supporters accompanying individuals in the process of reconstructing their lives through work. These have

significance as public health activities.

keywords: higher brain dysfunction, employment support services, public health
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